CHANGES IN ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IN DENMARK AFTER A TAX DECREASE ON SPIRITS
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BACKGROUND. On October 1st 2003 the Danish government lowered the excise tax on spirits by 45%. It is well known that alcohol prices can affect drinking levels. 

AIMS. To examine changes in alcohol consumption, alcohol related problems and drinking patterns in Denmark between 2003 and 2004. 

DESIGN. Panel data from Denmark 2003-2004 (n=1247) were used. The sample was collected by telephone interviews using random digit dialling (response rate 50%). Northern Sweden was a control site (n=1936). Cross-sectional data from both Denmark and Northern Sweden were also analysed. 

MEASUREMENTS. Alcohol consumption reported in cl of pure alcohol and alcohol related problems were analysed. Monthly binge drinking and daily drinking were examined with regard to drinking patterns. Panel data were analysed by using GEE-models. Cross-sectional data were analysed in regression models with a covariate for survey year. 

FINDINGS. Alcohol consumption did not increase as expected, but instead decreased. CONCLUSIONS. With telephone survey data, this study found no evidence to support earlier research stating that decreased prices and increased availability leads to higher alcohol consumption. It is likely this mode of data collection does not capture segments of the population which engage in higher spirits consumption. Various sources of data should be used to examine the total impact on the population of alcohol tax policy changes. 
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