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The aim of this study was to look at the country variations in pressures to drink or drink a little more by someone who drinks more than them.  Data used in the analyses is derived from GENACIS (Gender, Alcohol and Culture an International Study).  The countries examined here include Argentina, Brazil, Costa Rica, Japan, India, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, and Uganda.  Respondents were asked the frequency with which they felt pressured by significant others to drink or drink a little more. These significant others included their spouse/partner/boy-girlfriend, male vs. female family members, male vs. female friends or acquaintances and work/school colleagues.  Gender differences were examine in the percentage of people that indicated being so pressured by different significant others.  Results showed that country variations exist in who is reported as the person carrying out the informal pressures the most.  In general however the pressure to drink or drink more appears to be gender specific.  Males tended to put more pressure on other males where females tended to put more pressure on other females.  The observed country variation in the informal pressures to drink may require a more focused qualitative research to help in understanding how the informal pressures take place and the individual responses to them.  

