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Harmful effects of excessive alcohol consumption are diverse and far-reaching. Beyond the individual health and social problems caused by heavy drinking, there are various negative consequences affecting the entire society. Excessive alcohol use is the most common and widespread negative behaviour in European societies, the societal “cost” of alcoholism (mortality caused by alcohol consumption including traffic accidents, shortening of general life expectancy and particular the healthy life expectancy, considerable economic loss caused by work-falling) well exceed the destructive effects of drug consumption, which is treated by many European societies as the most vicious consumption-related conduct.

        The public health and demographic problems as a result of alcohol consumption might be captivated using social indicators: alcohol related mortality causes, alcoholic psychosis incidence, chronic liver disease and cirrhosis, pure alcohol consumption per capita (spirits, wine and beer), road traffic accidents involving alcohol. As data source we used the World Health Organization database. 

        The whole spectrum of the alcohol-related individual and social problems cannot be analysed using social indicators, however, these indicators properly describe the spreading of the phenomenon as well as the major consequences. The paper tries to offer a synthesis of the alcohol-related problems in countries of European Union in the light of social indicators.

