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The European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) and The Pompidou Group of the Council of Europe have developed standards for collecting and reporting data on drug users in contact with treatment services and for monitoring the incidence of treatment demand for problems related to illegal drugs (Treatment Demand Indicator/TDI). In the TDI alcohol as primary substance is not monitored. Several national monitoring systems, however, include alcohol as primary substance. There has emerged an interest in some of the countries to utilise such data across countries. 

This paper compares data from three European countries, Sweden, Switzerland and Norway, concerning treatment admission for problematic alcohol use. The following variables are included in the analyses: gender, educational level, labour status, and secondary substances, items also found in the TDI. Similarities and differences among the three countries will be presented and discussed.

