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Numerous studies of adolescents have revealed that alcohol and cannabis use correlate and that onset of drinking almost always precede the onset of such drug use. The latter observation is often interpreted within a gateway theory framework, yet the likely mechanisms for a potential causal effect of alcohol use on cannabis onset are rarely addressed. By analyzing data from a recent survey of Norwegian high school students (n=10,681 response rate= 84%), we have explored the extent to which cannabis use occurs in relation to alcohol use. Preliminary analyses revealed that simultaneous use of these substances was widespread among individuals reporting both alcohol and cannabis use during the past year and that the majority of events of cannabis use among infrequent users occurred in a context of drinking. A possible gateway effect of alcohol to cannabis use will be analyzed with respect to intoxicated behaviour, impulsivity and availability of cannabis. The findings are discussed in relation to proposed gateway theory mechanisms and alcohol policy rhetoric. 

