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Objectives: It is well known that drug abuse is common in early adolescence, with almost the same epidemiological characteristics in both economically developed and undeveloped countries. Bosnia and Herzegovina, a country with postwar society, currently going through a transition period. Therefore, various risk factors related to alcohol and other kinds of substance abuse, like social, economic and health factors can be found here. Youngsters like to experiment with risky life styles, without adequate knowledge about long-term health effects. The aim of tis study is to show life events tha could be related to alcohol abuse among adolescents and to describe parental and peer influence to adolescents behaviour.

Method: This epidemiological research was done in urban and rural areas of Sarajevo canton, involving 368 adolescents. This group is of an equal gender and age distributions. The research tool used was Q 2000.
 Study design is prospective, epidemiological and analytical. Results were compared within the groups, and type of areas. 

Results: The results shows kinds of life events which are the most related to alcohol  abuse.Better socioeconomic life condition is directly related with alcohol abuse. It was obvious that parental pasive support (>50%), and peer pressure have a strong relation to adolescents behaviour. 

Conclusion: these results could be used to develop an appropriate prevention strategy. It is necessary to be aware of all relevant risk factors.
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