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The purpose of present study is to introduce the meaning of alcohol consumption among today’s university students by structuring and interpreting their relating stories freely told. 146 narratives were analysed in the study.

Propp argues that the entire content of folktales can be summarised in short sentences like, parents go to the woods, don’t let their children go out, the dragon abducts girl, etc. The picaresque type of alcohol consumption stories may similarly be described; we identified the following stages: departure, obtaining alcohol, warm-up, quest, main action at the place of the ritual (games, competition, dance, eroticism, urinating, vomiting), return, and the day after. The storyteller is free to decide on what he highlights and what he leaves out. If the story is about a good and successful party, then near climax experiences are determinant and less is said about negative consequences. If the whole experience is negative, then the dark side gets more emphasised (e.g. vomiting, the following day). 

Our aim is to describe similarities and differences between students’ alcohol consumption related stories and adventure stories and magic-tales. Based on students’ narratives we tried to identify major stages of “typical” alcohol-consumption. We believe that as a result we can gain a better understanding of the process of alcohol-consumption, and as a result more efficient societal campaigns may be planned in the future.

