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Current estimates suggest that alcohol use and other risk behaviors including use of tobacco, marijuana, and engaging in sexual activity are significantly higher in American Indian youth compared to their White peers.  However, there is very little information about risk behavior rates for subgroups of American Indian youth, especially for Northern Plains American Indian youth.  Moreover, little is known about the relationships among alcohol use and other risk behaviors in American Indian girls and boys and if these relationships differ from those found for White youth.  

This study will compare rates of alcohol and other risk behaviors in American Indian youth residing in the Northern Plains region of the United States to national American Indian youth and to their regional White peers.  The study will further examine the relationship between youth alcohol use and other risk behaviors including analyses of the effects of gender, age, and ethnicity.  National and regional data for students aged 15 to 18 years are from the 2005 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance Survey (YRBSS).  

