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Description: A qualitative study of the use of public drinking places among 25-35 year old people in Oslo, with a focus on various aspects of sociability.

Data: 12 people were interviewed about their use of public drinking places. 9 of these completed a 2-month long diary on the same subject. All in all the diaries included 136 different going out or drinking episodes of various lengths.

Preliminary results: Going out is both described and acted out as situations where the internal group is very important. Talking to friends or colleagues is the main activity, and consequently places that facilitate talking are often preferred. Most of the informants expressed a lack of interest in, or scepticism to being approached by unknown people when they are out on the town, and they will also not do much to approach others themselves. Alcohol sometimes has an instrumental role in that drinking makes social interaction easier. 

