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Aim: To learn more about individuals selling illegal alcohol on the black market in Sweden, and discussing police preliminary investigation data.
Population and research design: We performed a database survey, of data acquired from the police department in Malmö. It entailed the police’s preliminary investigation reports of cases leading to indictment. There were, in total, 225 cases obtained between 1998 and 2003, involving 281 individuals, of these 55 were female (19.6 %) and 226 were male (80.4 %).
Results: In general, the seller of illicit alcohol was a man, age 41 to 50, married, and he had dependent children to provide for. In addition, they were unemployed, lived in a low-income neighbourhood in Malmö, and were either a first or second generation immigrant from a non-Scandinavian country. Using police records as an information source is likely to be the most effective method to obtain valid data of illicit alcohol vendors. On the other hand, police interview often lack information that in other cases would be considered vital, e.g. SES, and there is a low degree of standardization. Optionally one could interview representatives within the population, but several problems may occur, including access.
Conclusion: Individuals selling black market alcohol tend to be males from a specific socioeconomic segment, unemployed first or second generation immigrants living in low-income neighbourhoods. However, further analysis, which is essential, is a challenge due to the lack of standardized data.
