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In 2004 the responsibility for the specialised health services for substance abusers in Norway were transferred from the county level to the state owned regional health service enterprises. This reform is known as the “rusreform”. The reform represents changes in ownership to services, relationships between public and private service providers, between primary health and social services and specialised health services, and new legal patient rights to substance abusers. 
In this paper we present an evaluation of the implementation of the reform and its functional consequences for services and patients. In the paper we give special attention to three issues:
1. How the specialised services for substance abuser have been structurally integrated into to specialised health service system.
2. How the many privately owned service providers have reacted to the reform and which role they play in the new service system

3. How the new system represents a new framework for developing good quality services for substance abusers.
