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Widely used categories for describing differences among places in alcohol-related problem are the economic depression-progression distinction and the social deprivation. Although the settlement “morphology” of Eastern Europe has turned to predominantly catching up in the last couple of decades, in many cases this economic development did not diminish the differences in life quality and alcohol issues among the sub-regions. 

The quality of life is usually described a function of economic development. However, if we conceptualize development in a more complex way than just economic performance, we can unfold a new map of spatial inequalities in alcohol-related problem. Our question is to what extent alcohol-related patterns follow the inequalities in different development spheres such as economic, social and human development.

Our study examines the various indicators of life quality of 168 sub-regions in Hungary. We explore the correlation and interdependence of different life quality components with regards to alcohol problem in the seven region. We follow a macro-level approach, using aggregated statistics to build a regression model explaining the impact of various indicators on alcohol problem rates as our dependent variable. We also will differentiate various clusters of micro-regions by their common dimensions of life quality and alcoholism. We examine how these clusters created by the regression model will fit into traditional territorial categories of health sociology.

