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Influential reviews of the evaluation literature have concluded that classroom based alcohol education is not an effective strategy to reduce alcohol related harm (eg Babor et al, 2003). This has created considerable concern among both practitioners and funders of such educational efforts, which are popular in many jurisdictions. 
In response to a request from a philanthropic trust in Aotearoa/New Zealand facing such concern we carried out a review of school- based alcohol and drug education programmes being delivered by people external to the schools. This review assessed the programmes against two sets of criteria: first, based on the systematic reviews of the literature, those which were the most promising approaches in terms of effective reduction of use and harm, and, second, those drawn from the literature on best practice with regard to teaching and learning. Where evaluations of these education  programmes existed these were also assessed.

The findings indicated that the existing programmes varied  in relation to these two sets of criteria but that most programmes were judged likely to be ineffective despite some programmes  rating relatively well in terms of best practice principles for teaching and learning. The evaluations were found to be generally inadequate. 
One important finding was the lack of clarity on the part of providers and funders of these programmes concerning the difference between learning outcomes and health- related outcomes. An active dissemination process was undertaken with the providers and funders of these education progammes  with a view to shaping educational efforts in a more evidence based direction. 

