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A large-scale study has been conducted in 2004 on the alcohol use of adolescents and their parents. From this study it appeared that there is a strong positive relation between the frequency of communication about alcohol and the child’s alcohol consumption. What remains unknown is whether the frequency of communication is the cause or the consequence of the child’s drinking behavior. Furthermore the influence of the quality of communication on the relation between frequency of communication and the alcohol use of adolescents is unknown. In the fall of 2006 a second measurement has been conducted to obtain more insight into cause-consequence relations, and the moderating role of the quality of communication. This knowledge is essential for giving trustworthy advice to parents about alcohol specific education.  

Method 

A sample of 6580 pupils was approach in a school setting which will be enough to execute reliable longitudinal analyses. As in 2004, also the parents of these pupils received a questionnaire at the home address. Both the parent as the child received the same questionnaire as in 2004, including measures of drinking behavior and communication about alcohol. Parents had the possibility to fill out the questionnaire online to increase the response rate.  

Results 

The results of this study will be presented in the paper and at the conference.   

