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Frankfurt is a rather small city with a rather large drug problem. In the early 90ies, the city had a rather large open drug scene with hundreds of drug dependents and dealers showing up every day in a park and in the red light district in the city centre. The city council had to handle the problems related with the open drug scene ​ on the one hand increasing rates of petty crimes and an ever increasing level of public nuisance and on the other hand increasing health problems of drug dependents such as increasing HIV-rates and drug-related death etc. For quite some years, the situation deteriorated and nothing much happened. However, the push came when the Greens came to power in the late 80ies and entered as junior partner into the city council. They pressed for setting up new and innovative projects for drug dependents. In the middle of the 90ies, the conservatives took over but went on with improving the services for drug dependents until today. In the paper, the drug policy of the city council and the drug treatment services are described in more detail as well as the effects on drug dependents and its impact on city life. 

