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Several aspects of difference have been examined in previous research on alcohol consumption and other behavior but the concept has not been articulated and ascertained as a whole.  In this paper, the concept of difference will be developed and used in the analysis of both qualitative and quantitative data on alcohol consumption and other behavior sometimes viewed as addictive, deviant or pathological.

   There have been several approaches to the phenomenon of difference.  One of these approaches, developed by Bourdieu (1984) and then applied by others (Sulkunen, 1992), focuses on the practice of distinction.  Sulkunen, who studied the alcohol consumption of the Helsinki middle class, reported that one of the main reasons for alcohol use and the search for difference is the desire to impress other people with one\\\'s individual style and habits of drinking which differ from those of others.

   Another dimension does not involve an effort to look different from others but rather an effort to feel different from one\\\'s previous routine experience which was not able to sustain sufficient emotional gratification. Katz argues that many people commit crimes against property as well as persons not because of materialistic deprivation but rather because of the emotional excitement and thrills which the commission of crimes often provides.

   These dimensions of difference and others should be considered and assessed in studies of drinking and other kinds of problematic behavior.  

