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Objectives. We examined trends in and places and causes of death among working-age Russian men whose identity could not be determined, focusing on specifically on the role of alcohol.

Methods. Employing both micro- and aggregate data from the Udmurt Republic and all of Russia, we examined the characteristics of decedent men aged 25-54. Differences between unidentified and identified deaths were compared via logistic regression.

Results. We found (1) a close relationship between unidentified deaths and homelessness, (2) that relative to identified men, unidentified men are at a higher risk of death due to exposure to natural cold, violence, alcoholic cardiomyopathy, acute respiratory infections, and poisonings, and (3) that alcohol plays an important role in the mortality of unidentified men.

Conclusions. The homeless are too often overlooked by public health scholars even though they represent a vulnerable population and do not exhibit similar levels and causes of mortality as the larger population. We conclude that a surprisingly large segment of the Russian population continues to experience homelessness and the preventable causes of death that accompany it, and our study highlights a serious public health threat not only in Russia, but in all nations that experience problems of homelessness.

