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Heavy occasion drinking, defined as having five or more drinks in one day, is a key measure of problematic drinking pattern.  The US National Alcohol Surveys have collected comparable measures of the frequency of 5+ occasions in the past year in 1979, 1984, 1990, 1995, 2000 and 2005.  In addition, retrospective measures of the frequency of 5+ drinks during the respondent’s teens, twenties and thirties were collected in the 1995, 2000 and 2005.  Age-period-cohort models predicting any current 5+ occasions and the frequency of 5+ occasions will be estimated using methods developed in previous publications.  Additional age-period-cohort models of retrospective heavy drinking will also be estimated for comparison and further elaboration.  Models will include demographic variables and other relevant predictors.  Identifying cohort patterns of heavy occasion drinking will provide framework for understanding the relative magnitude of problem drinking among young people today and will aid in the prediction of future problem drinking and alcohol related health outcomes and demand for services.

