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     Research over the past half century has consistently shown that alcohol consumption per capita is positively related to rates of cirrhosis mortality, although correlations are not uniform between nations. This study examines the effects of economic variables (cost of alcohol, gross domestic product, wages in manufacturing, unemployment rates) plus degree of legal control over alcohol sales upon rates of consumption and cirrhosis mortality in 16 countries of Western Europe from 1987 through 2002. Although past research has investigated the effects of price upon consumption, this relationship has not been analyzed in the context of other economic and political control variables so as to measure their interrelationships and possible joint effects upon the dependent variables.  
     Initial analyses indicate that when all independent variables are entered into step-wise multiple regressions, the legal control and price of alcohol variables maintain robust relationships to both alcohol consumption and mortality from liver cirrhosis.  Gross domestic product is not significantly related to either variable.  However higher unemployment rates are associated with diminished alcohol use, and higher wages in manufacturing are related to higher cirrhosis death rates. This multivariate analysis will be extended with analyses conducted separately for countries in Northern, Middle, and Southern Europe to determine if the findings based upon the entire sample are statistically significant in each region of Western Europe.   
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