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This study is based on an analysis of discussions by local experts on the prevention of alcohol related harms. The dismantling of the centralized and hierarchical alcohol control system in Finland has shifted responsibilities closer to the local level, and restructured the system of alcohol policy and prevention. In this process the roles and responsibilities of different actors are being reconstructed.

The study is a part of the Local Alcohol Policy (PAKKA) demonstration and evaluation project. The data was gathered in four group discussions. The discussion groups consisted of influencal local professionals from the fields of alcohol retail and restaurant business, liquor licensing and surveillance, police work and municipal preventive work.

The different groups had similar views of the difficulties and obstacles to local prevention of alcohol related harms. All of them also discussed the balance between public and private responsibility.  The groups differed from one another in terms of how they saw the relationships between alcohol markets, civil society and the public sector. They also differed in their optimism about the future of local work in the prevention of alcohol related harms.  The analyses reveal a kind of an empowerment story about the future possibilities of local alcohol policy.

