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Background: Alcohol misuse is a major and increasing problem in contemporary Scotland (ISD, 2007).  The impact of alcohol misuse affects not only on the alcohol user themselves their children and families.  As a consequence of the increase in alcohol misuse, children and family social workers are coming in to contact with increasing numbers of clients who have alcohol problems, and yet little is known about their attitudes to working with alcohol using clients.  

Study Aim: To explore the construction of children and family social workers’ attitudes to alcohol and working with alcohol using clients.

Setting: West of Scotland

Methodology: A discursive psychological approach was used.  Data were collected via hour long individual interviews with a convenience sample of 9 qualified children and family social workers.  

Findings: The main findings of the study were that social workers’ constructed their attitudes around a variety of contradictory discourses relating to three main themes:

•       Reasons for drinking

•       Working with alcohol users

•       The impact of parental drinking on children

A 'them and us' view of problem drinking appeared to be evident within the 'reasons for drinking' discourses, and discourses of 'partnership working' with clients often revolved around accounts of problems related to clients' lack of openness.

Implications: The social work practice implications relate to difficulties in achieving successful partnership working with alcohol users, and the theoretical implications relate to questions about the stability and measurability of attitudes.

