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Alcohol consumption is very much a social affair, not only because most of the drinking is done together with others but also because someone’s drinking may be criticized by others.  Pressures to cut down or informal control is the subject of our presentation. Within the context of informal control we distinguish between pro-active and reactive informal control. Pro-active informal control concerns critical remarks on someone’s drinking when this drinking is not (yet) leading to acute consequences of excessive consumption (e.g. black outs, tremors). Reactive control concerns critical comments on drinker reporting to have acute consequences due to drinking.  The basic research question in our paper is which factors are correlated with pro-active or reactive informal control, once level of consumption(pro-active) or number of acute consequences is controlled for. The variables for which we will analyze whether they are correlated with pro-active or reactive informal control are gender, age, level of education, marital and parental status and work status.

The data come from the Genacis study in which general population surveys of more than 30 countries are included. In our study we will include about 19 countries from Europe, North and South America, Africa and Asia.

