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Evidence exists that shows that women and men differ in the causes of their substance misuse and progression of their dependence.

The current paper will present an analysis on clients who sought treatment in 2003 from 5 European countries: Czech Republic, Greece, The Netherlands Austria, Switzerland. Additional data drug related deaths and police notifications are used to compare gender distribution in the drug treatment population.

Focus of the analysis is the gender differences among new and all treatment clients. The variables included are:

•       Gender 

•       Age at treatment start (<20, 20-39, >39; means)

•       Primary drug of use

•       Age at first use of primary drug 

•       Source of referral to treatment

•       Time lag between first use and first treatment

Women represent only a small proportion of the total number of drug clients. The lower proportion of women in drug treatment compared to men could imply that drug treatment access is more difficult for women then men. This might be due to the fact that treatment facilities are more targeted towards men’s than women’s needs. On the other hand, looking at data on drug users out of treatment (drug-related deaths and police notifications data), the proportion of women is always lower than the proportion of men, but the percentage of women drug users out of treatment is lower than the proportion of women among the treated population. Reasons for it will be explored in the data analysis.

