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The ambition of intervening meaningfully in respect of youth at risk of developing severe problems related to substances of abuse by means of specific professional effort is strong, and it is accepted that for ethical reasons this goal should not be abandoned. Much professional intervention and scientific work on this theme aims to address “at - risk youth” in a way that presupposes a real concern about the future.  A prevailing idea concerns rationality based on the continuity between the past, on one side (constituting the notion of risk), and present and future, on the other (constituting the notions of choice, early intervention, care etc). The philosophical basis for this emphasis, which may be called a linear rationalism, is rarely questioned. The readiness amongst so-called “at - risk” adolescents to be concerned about their future in a way that accords with such linearity, is more or less taken for granted. The ongoing study that the paper will be based on represents an attempt to challenge these presumptions by carrying out focus group interviews among “at ​ risk” adolescents with a particular emphasis on their orientation to the future. The paper will be on some methodological and theoretical issues related to this attempt.  

