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Introduction: Aggregated data on alcohol sales, alcohol-related outcomes, and demographic characteristics provide more accurate population-level assessment of alcohol problems than population surveys and can provide baseline data for assessing population level interventions. 

Purpose: The objectives are to document differences in per adult consumption of alcohol by geographic regions of British Columbia and over time; and to examine how alcohol consumption varies in relation to demographic characteristics and alcohol-related outcomes. 

Methods: Official sales data were collected for 28 regions, by 4/5-week periods (2001 to 2005 fiscal years), 4 beverage categories, and by alcohol content. U-Brew data were obtained for each year and city. Home-brew production was estimated from survey data. The process of merging demographic characteristics, such as age, sex, income and alcohol-related outcomes is currently underway. 

Results: Per adult alcohol consumption in the province has increased over the last five years, with the highest levels in the northern regions and the interior district. Relationships between per capita consumption, demographic variables and selected alcohol-related harms are reported. 

