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An increasing importance of harm reduction measures to reduce damages related to the use of tobacco, alcohol and narcotic substances has been noticed in recent years.  While most people may agree on some harm reduction measures (e.g. to get cigarette smokers change to snuff, server training to prevent serving alcohol to intoxicated clients in bars and restaurants), other measures are seen as quite controversial (e.g. provide deprived alcoholics with "decent" alcohol, public injecting rooms, heroin prescription).  The paper discusses various harm reduction measures related to the use and misuse of substances, which individual and social considerations to be taken into account when harm reduction measures are put into action and whether there should be a limit in how far society should go to meet the needs and requests of substance abusers.

